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Summary of the Year’s Work 
 
Since 2003, the National Writing Project has devoted time and resources, with 
support from the Carnegie Corporation, to building the site’s knowledge and 
capacity to deliver professional development in reading comprehension, grades 4–
12.  
 
In 2007–2008, the focus was building capacity for high-quality professional 
development with content area literacy teachers, again with support from the 
Carnegie Corporation’s “Advancing Literacy” initiative.  
 
 “Advancing Literacy” launched three projects with the following goals:  
 

 Expand leadership by and involvement of content area teachers in local 
writing project sites and in the national network 

 Increase the number of writing project sites actively implementing new 
programs serving content area teachers across the curriculum from the 
original 9 writing project lead sites to 25 

 Review, analyze, and explore the use of a range of tools that support 
practitioners and researchers in assessing adolescent literacy development 
across content areas, working in partnership with the Strategic Education 
Research Partnership (SERP) 

 Institutionalize support for and attention to adolescent literacy across the 
curriculum as an element of the core knowledge base at all writing project 
sites. 

Online Event  
 
The first project was an online event planned in January and carried out in March 
with a follow-up in September 2008. The event, a facilitated discussion, was 
organized around a set of questions and resources. This event was planned and 
facilitated by the Associate Director of National Programs and the National 
Coordinator for NRI. The facilitation team included two content area teachers, Kristin 
Schweitzer, Eastern Virginia Writing Project, and Jason Malone, Colorado State 
University WP, and two New York City Writing Project leaders, Marcie Wolfe and Ed 
Osterman, with long-term experience doing professional development with content 
area teachers and writing across the disciplines.  
 



The two week online event and weekend follow-up included 19 writing project sites 
from 16 states: 
Sun Belt Writing Project 

Northern Arizona Writing Project 

Connecticut Writing Project-Fairfield 

Tampa Bay Area Writing Project 

Boise State University Writing Project 

Flint Hills WP 

Eastern Kentucky WP 

Western Kentucky WP 

Northwestern State University WP 

Western Massachusetts Writing Project 

University of Maine Writing Project 

South Mississippi Writing Project 

Trenton Area Writing Project at Rider University 

Northern Nevada Writing Project 

Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project 

Western Pennsylvania Writing Project 

Midlands Writing Project 

Winthrop Writing Project 

Greater Houston Area Writing Project 
 
The discussion yielded the following suggestions that would help writing project 
sites achieve the goals of “Advancing Literacy.” Some of the innovations concerned 
the sites’ summer institutes:  
 

 The summer institute can make greater use and display of content area 
articles and journals  

 Sites should look again at the website and promotional materials for the 
summer institute: What would content area teachers notice? What wouldn’t 
they see?  

 Sites could develop a mentoring program to support content area 
participants as they design their summer institute demonstrations.  

 
Other ideas focused on providing content area teachers with multiple entry points, 
other than the summer institute, to the writing project. For example, offer a one or 
two week institute in content area literacy that focuses on content area TCs or 
sponsor study groups in schools focusing on issues or needs of content area 
teachers.  
 
Expanding Our Offerings Summer Institute 
  
The second project was a summer institute, Expanding Our Offerings, which took 
place at Babson Conference Center in July. Twenty writing project sites were invited 
to apply to participate in this institute and 8 sites were selected on the basis of their 
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prior work in content area literacy and their capacity to develop new work after the 
institute. 
 
This institute was planned in March by the Associate Director of National Programs, 
the National Coordinator for NRI, and a team of writing project leaders representing 
diverse geographic areas and writing project sites. Members of the leadership team 
included Carol Brown, Trenton Area Writing Project; Bruce Penniman, Western 
Massachusetts Writing Project; Debbie Moore, Boise State Writing Project; and 
Enithie Hunter, Jacksonville State University Writing Project. 
 
For four days, institute participants examined and developed their content area 
literacy professional development and knowledge base. A panel of content area 
teachers (math, science, vocational education and social science and history) and 
their workshops were a highlight of the institute. Participants gained knowledge 
and formed questions about how content  area teachers define and use literacy in 
their classes. The institute ended with sites planning for a year’s work cycle aimed 
at increasing their sites’ capacity to do high quality professional development with 
content area literacy. Appendix 1 describes the 8 proposals developed by sites 
participating in the summer institute. 
 
Academic Vocabulary Development Summer Institute 
  
The third project was an Academic Vocabulary Development summer institute which 
also took place at Babson Conference Center in July. Five writing project sites were 
invited to participate in this institute on the basis of their prior work in content area 
literacy and their capacity to develop new work after the institute.  
 
This institute was planned in April by Elyse Eidman-Aadahl and Tanya Baker, of the 
National Writing Project; Claire White, a field director at The Strategic Education 
Research Partnership (SERP); and a team of writing project leaders representing 
diverse geographic areas and writing project sites. Members of the leadership team 
included Susan Kajiwara-Ansai, Chicago Area Writing Project; Cathy Blanchfield, San 
Joaquin Valley Writing Project; Ruth Devlin, Southern Nevada Writing Project; and 
Mia Robinson, Denver Area Writing Project.  
 
For four days, institute participants examined and developed their academic 
vocabulary development knowledge base. Catherine Snow from SERP offered the 
institute’s keynote address. Claire White shared SERP’s program, Word Generation, 
which is currently in development. Participants also read widely on the subject of 
academic vocabulary development, and began an annotated bibliography soon to be 
shared on NWP’s website. The institute ended with teams planning for a year’s work 
cycle aimed at increasing their sites’ capacity to do high quality professional 
development in reading and writing with a focus on academic vocabulary 
development. Appendix 2 describes the five proposals developed by sites 
participating in the summer institute. 
 



 
Reflections on the Year’s Work 
 
The latest iteration of NRI work, focusing on content area teachers and literacy, is 
very exciting. While there is a national surge of interest in content area literacy 
(seen, for example, in the last several issues of both Harvard Educational Review and 
Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy), our work is ahead of the curve, so to speak. 
The NRI is not geared to produce generalized reading strategies that can be used in 
all disciplines; rather it takes a critical, inquiry stance toward the assumption in the 
field that “Every teacher is a teacher of reading.” In taking this stance, the NRI has 
brought the issues and dilemmas faced by content area teachers to the table in 
thinking about content area literacy, through the dialogue in the online event and 
through the 2008 summer institutes.  
 
The NRI is interested in how content area teachers practice and conceive of literacy 
in their disciplines. The summer institutes yielded questions such as the following:  
 

 What is the relationship between high school content area literacy practices 
and the practices of the mature disciplines of science, history, math, etc.? 

 Do content area teachers need to be teaching reading and writing or 
practicing disciplinary reading and writing with their students?  

 What, if any, is the role of literary texts in the content area classroom as 
teachers work with their students on literacy practices?  

 What is the same and what is different among literacy practices in various 
academic disciplines and pedagogies?  

 
Further, the NRI has asked participating sites and site leaders to examine how they 
are learning from content area teachers and how they could better include them in 
site leadership. This move has led sites to examine their ideas and practices with 
texts, for example, the frequent foregrounding of the reading and writing of 
narrative in the summer institutes. Sites are also examining their continuity and 
open programs, trying to find multiple entry points for content area teachers.  
 
Plans for the Year Ahead 
 
The second year of the Advancing Literacy grant work generally will mirror the first. 
We will offer programming at the annual meeting, there will be a second online 
event, and a second cohort of sites will attend an “Expanding Our Offerings” 
institute. 
 
Conference Presentations at Annual Meeting 
 
Advancing Literacy is sponsoring four workshops at the 2008 Annual Meeting in 
November.  
 



1. Electronic Binder: Developing Resources for Reading Comprehension. This 
session offers the chance to see what and how teacher-consultants and sites 
have read around the topic of reading comprehension and to think about 
developing and using an electronic binder to record how we use readings for 
professional development in reading comprehension. 

2. Building Capacity with Content Area Teachers. This session is designed to 
reveal the goals and concerns of content area teachers, with the purpose of 
fostering their deeper involvement in NWP programs and leadership. The 
session includes a presentation by two content area teachers who 
incorporate reading and writing in the classroom, as well as an exploration of 
professional sites, textbooks, standards, and articles from the disciplines. The 
goal is to expand the NWP network’s knowledge of what matters to these 
teachers, so that we may partner with them in future projects and 
professional development programs. 

3. Reading the Research in Content Area Literacy. Participants will be guided in 
the reading of an article that focuses on the complexities of content area 
literacy development. After participants read the article and participate in 
activities to share their understandings, facilitators will help them to develop 
principles for working with content area teachers and to think about how to 
involve content area teachers at their local writing project sites.  

4. Online event: Working with Content Area Teachers. This workshop extends 
the online event conversation of March 2008 to the broader NWP 
community. The workshop will examine understandings of literacy across 
disciplines and grade levels; share the challenges in attracting and retaining 
content area teachers; and identify approaches sites might use to build 
greater content area leadership.  

 
Online event #2  
 
In 2009, the NRI will host a second online event. This event will be planned in 
October in Washington D.C. with a leadership team consisting of Marcie Wolfe and 
Ed Osterman, New York City Writing Project, Lisa Antoniou, Eastern Kentucky 
Writing Project, and Kristin Schweitzer, Eastern Virginia Writing Project.  
 
Summer Institute #2  
 
The NRI will hold a second Expanding Our Offerings summer institute with a second 
cohort of sites who will be invited to apply based on their prior interest and work in 
content area literacy. A second leadership team has been selected for this work. The 
team includes Harriet Williams, Upstate Writing Project; Scott Derr, Oregon WP at 
Lewis and Clark College; Janine Guadagno, Hudson Valley Writing Project; and Barb 
Novak, Fox Valley Writing Project. The latter two members of the team were 
participants in the 2008 Expanding Our Offerings summer institute. The institute 
planning team will meet in March in Chicago. 



Appendix 1: Summary of Local Projects Generated from Expanding Our Offerings 
 

Summary of Expanding Our Offerings Sites Plans 

Boise State Writing Project, Idaho 

Boise State WP will form a task force to evaluate the summer institute. The task force will pose 
questions such as How do we make the SI more appealing and useful for content area teachers; 
what types of readings might work better for content area teachers; Why have some content area 
teachers stayed involved in the site; Why have others not stayed involved? The site will also develop 
content for an advanced institute focusing on content area teachers.  

Indiana Teachers of Writing Writing Project, Indiana 

Indiana Teachers of Writing Writing Project will develop a pilot program in which they work with a 
group of 8 content area teachers from different disciplines at a single high school. In this project 
they will study uses of literacy in each discipline, develop a cadre of experts, and create a library of 
resources. In addition, they will present their findings to the school board.  

Eastern Kentucky University Writing Project, Kentucky 

Eastern Kentucky University Writing Project will form a task force to inquire into the cultures, 
resources, and needs of teachers in the content areas. Their primary goal is to understand content 
area teachers’ views of literacy so that they can support their development. This task force will 
create content area resources and a strategic plan for the writing project site.  

Western Kentucky University Writing Project, Kentucky 

Western Kentucky University Writing Project will hold a series of meetings with content area 
teachers to define literacy specific to teachers’ content, seek and utilize available resources, and 
recruit content area teachers to the site. In addition, team members will coach teachers in their 
districts during the school year and will duplicate many of the activities from the “Expanding Our 
Offerings” summer institute as means of professional development.  

Western Massachusetts Writing Project, Massachusetts 

Western Massachusetts Writing Project will create a content area literacy inquiry group to identify 
the needs of content area teachers in their service area (with three content area teachers from high-
needs, low-income districts). Findings will be presented to fall conference and pre and post 
evaluations will be done.  

Hudson Valley Writing Project, New York 

Hudson Valley Writing Project will develop a study group in which participants study uses of 
literacy and the language that content area teachers use to describe literacy in their content areas. 
This research will be used in an advanced institute and at local conferences.  

Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project, Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project will form a yearlong on-site study group in the high 
school of an economically and academically struggling district. The study group will include 8 
teachers and 2 writing project facilitators and will ask the question, What does content area literacy 
mean?  

Fox Valley Writing Project, Wisconsin 

Fox Valley Writing Project will create a study group with teachers from a single discipline. The 
study group will be facilitated by a summer institute team member. They will investigate such 
questions as How does your discipline define literacy? and What current classroom practices 
support the literacy of the content? FVWP hopes to increase content area teacher participation in 
the summer institute and in the writing project leadership from the districts represented.  

 
 



Appendix 2: Summary of Local Projects Generated from Academic Vocabulary Development 
Institute 

 
Summary of Academic Vocabulary Development Sites Plans 

San Joaquin Valley Writing Project, California 

The San Joaquin Valley Writing Project team is exploring the essential question of whether multiple 
exposures to tier-two words will increase not just the receptive knowledge of the words, but the 
productive use of the words in students’ writing. While exploring the essential question in a class 
and student case study, the SJVWP team members are also sharing current research and promising 
practices with interested teachers in a study group during the 2008-2009 school year, and 
designing an institute for the summer of 2009.  

Delaware Writing Project, Delaware 

Delaware Writing Project is developing resources and materials and is asking teacher-consultants 
to study what works and what doesn’t in academic vocabulary instruction in their own classrooms. 
Teacher-consultants are producing informed workshops about promising cross-curricular practices 
for implementing academic vocabulary instruction that improve comprehension and/or writing. 
This is accomplished through the development of two teacher inquiry communities, one with an 
elementary-level focus and one with a high school focus. Both inquiry communities are reading 
relevant literature and conducting classroom action-research projects. 

Florida State University Writing Project, Florida 

FSU WP’s plan Vocabulary Matters develops the knowledge and practices of FSU WP teacher-
consultants in the area of academic vocabulary. This positions their site’s teacher-consultants as 
local experts, able to provide high-quality professional development in academic vocabulary for 
local teachers. By integrating the study of vocabulary development into several on-going pieces of 
work (including their FSU WP Writing Summit, their Teachers Action Research course, and work 
with teachers in their partnership middle school), FSU WP develops knowledge of vocabulary 
development and instruction across a broad range of teacher-consultants. 

Hawai`i Writing Project, Hawai`i 

Hawai`i Writing Project is holding a Vocabulary Advanced Institute for HWP teacher-consultants 
and supporting follow-up teacher inquiries. The advanced institute aims to help teacher-consultants 
develop a rich understanding of the connections between reading and writing through learning and 
using vocabulary in receptive and expressive modes, and focuses on how to address the unique 
academic language needs of students in Hawai`i. This continuity offering is followed by the 
opportunity for participants to present at local conferences, attend a professional writing retreat, or 
join a leadership team to develop school-based professional development for teachers. 

Chicago Area Writing Project, Illinois 

Chicago Area Writing project is forming a research-based inquiry group for teacher-consultants. 
The inquiry group investigates issues in vocabulary teaching, learning, and assessment, and the 
relationship between vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing. The group meets monthly to 
discuss current vocabulary research and instructional methods. The inquiry consists of three 
sections: first, identifying issues and topics and building a framework for instructional interventions 
in different student populations, grade levels, and content areas; second, testing instructional 
methods and developing assessments in classrooms; and finally, sharing findings in a series of 
presentations to CAWP members. 
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