
1 
 

 
 

English Language Learners Network Annual Report 2007-2008 
 

Submitted by Nancy Coco and Judy Rance-Roney, co-chairs of the ELL Network 
Leadership Team (LT) 
 
 
Overview of the Year’s Work 
 
The English Language Learners Network had a productive year in 2007-2008. 
 
November 2007 With Different Eyes Conference, ELL Network featured 

event, cosponsored with the UCLA Writing Project 
including a pre-conference program  

 
November 2007  Annual Meeting ELL Network–sponsored sessions in 
New York     City 
 
January 2008 National Programs Dissemination Retreat in Atlanta, 

Georgia, with three team members attending 
 
Jan–Feb 2008 ELL minigrant review online. Final recommendations at 

Annual Review in Berkeley, CA.  
 
April 2008 First collaborative effort with TESOL: the ELL Network 

coordinated an all-day pre-conference institute titled 
“ELLs as Writers in a Digital Age” 

 
April 2008 NWP Spring Meeting in Washington, D.C.: Sponsored a 

round table session to respond to Sonia Nieto’s keynote. 
 
April 2008   Urban Sites Conference in Denver with ELL LT 
involvement 
 
June 2008   ELL LT Meeting in Philadelphia, PA:  

Planned for network-sponsored events and projects and 
welcomed new members 

 
September 2008 Minigrant coordinator and ELL co-chairs meet to review 

progress and final reports; sites contacted with 
questions prior to meeting.  
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The members of the 2008-2009 ELL Leadership Team are: 
 
Richard Argys, Denver Writing Project, co-director  
Mary Arias, South Coast Writing Project (CA) 
Nancy Coco, Penn State Lehigh Valley Writing Project, director 
Ruth Devlin, Southern NV Writing Project 
Lynn Jacobs, Northern California Writing Project 
Christine Kane, San Diego Writing Project 
Floris Wilma Ortiz, Western Massachusetts Writing Project 
Judith Rance-Roney, Hudson Valley Writing Project  
Michael Thompson, Bisti Writing Project (NM) 
Lynn Welsch, Third Coast Writing Project (MI) 
Paul Oh, National Writing Project, Thinking Partner 
Natalia Cooper, National Writing Project, Program Specialist 
 
We strive to have a leadership team as representative as possible of the geographic, 
racial, and ethnic diversity of the writing project, including teacher-consultants and 
site leaders—kindergarten through university—with a range of writing interests, 
experience, and content-area knowledge. 
 
Reflections on the Year’s Work 
 
ELL Minigrants 
 
Dolores Perez served as the minigrant coordinator for our network team in 2007-
2008. The reviewers were Richard Argys, Mary Arias, Ruth Devlin, and Raquel 
Esteves-Joyce. As the incoming minigrant coordinator, Rich Argys, Judy Rance-
Roney and Nancy Coco met at the September NPL meeting to review 2007-2008 
Progress Reports and 2006-2007 Final Reports. They discussed the reports and 
worked to provide feedback letters to the funded sites. The 2007-2008 funded sites 
are: 
 
Greater Kansas City Writing Project 
Heart of Texas Writing Project  
Hudson Valley Writing Project 
Indiana Teachers of Writing Writing Project  
Northern Virginia Writing Project 
Philadelphia Writing Project 
Red Clay Writing Project 
South Coast Writing Project 
 
For information on their minigrant projects visit: 
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/projects/51  
 
Dissemination and Resource Development Activities 
 

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/projects/51�
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In November 2007, we cosponsored the With Different Eyes (WDE) annual 
conference in Los Angeles with the UCLA Writing Project for a third year. We hosted 
a pre-conference day at WDE with sessions featuring ELL minigrant work from the 
San Diego, UCLA, and Oregon Writing Projects, as well as a session by Denise 
Patmon. The pre-conference day feedback included comments such as, “the 
organization of the day was excellent,” “two hours went by quickly because I was so 
engaged,” and “I feel empowered and more aware as a result of our work today.”  
 
At the 2007 Annual Meeting in New York City, the ELL Network facilitated a series of 
workshops and events. Presentations that involved team members included the 
Special-Focus Network Minigrants: Accessing Supplemental Funding to Grow Your Site 
Strategically and ELL-specific sessions. Our LT members Michelle Ohanian, Rich 
Argys, and Ruth Devlin conducted a session focusing on the national document 
Double the Work. Laurie Smith presented a session called Reframing the American 
Narrative Through Indigenous Ways of Seeing. Additionally, our Leadership Team 
met for a full day of program review and planning.  
 
Three ELL LT members attended the January 2008 National Programs 
Dissemination Retreat in Atlanta to work on (1) materials for the TESOL Pre-
Conference Institute, a collaboration between TESOL and NWP (J. Rance-Roney and 
L. Jacobs); (2) literature resources for Latino students (D. Perez); (3) the 
development of an online version of a Gallery Walk presentation on Native 
American issues (L. Smith). 
 
ELL presentations were interwoven in the sessions at the 2008 Urban Sites Network 
Conference. Rich Argys, who was on the USN Conference Planning Committee, 
advocated for four presentations, which made it through the vetting process. 
Sessions went well.  
 
Ruth Devlin attended a weeklong institute at Babson on vocabulary, funded by the 
Carnegie Foundation. National Writing Project (and the National Reading Initiative) 
will take a focused look at how vocabulary impacts writing. 
 
In our first collaboration with TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) ELL Network teacher-consultants from the National Writing Project 
presented the all-day institute, “ELLs as Writers in a Digital Age,” to provide 
professional development to teachers of ELL students in the use of innovative digital 
technologies for the teaching of English language learners. Over thirty teachers from 
around the globe learned to blog, to create a digital story, and to podcast. For 
additional information, read about the day in the ELL Network “program in action” 
piece, Technology in the English Language Learner Classroom? 
(http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2728 ) 
 
This year marked a greater focus on our Web presence as the new NWP website was 
unveiled. We began by choosing already-published pieces to appear on our 
resources page. The English Language Learner Bibliography project became a 

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2728�
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featured resource. Dolores Perez was commissioned to write in a new NWP genre, 
program in action (PIA); her piece, Texas Teachers Build Understanding of ELL 
Students at Border Literacy Conference 
(http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2537 ) featured a family literacy 
conference held at her site, Sabal Palms Writing Project. Judy Rance-Roney also 
submitted a PIA on the TESOL Pre-Conference, as mentioned earlier. Other works 
were commissioned, such as Lynn Jacobs’s review of the important new biography 
by a Hmong writer entitled The Latehomecomer. There was greater effort at seeking 
permissions to use pieces published in other journals, such as Judith Rance-Roney’s 
article “Creating Intentional Communities for English Language Learners,” from the 
May 2008 English Journal http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2608 
and Lynn Jacobs’s article, “Long-Term English Learners Writing Their Story” from 
the English Journal, July 2008. 
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2704. Michael Thompson’s article 
on working with native students and oral tradition, “Honoring the Word: Classroom 
Instructors Find That Students Respond Best to Oral Tradition,” which appeared in 
the Winter 2007 Tribal College Journal of American Indian Higher Education has 
been added to our ELL Resource List. 
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2611 .  
Lynn Jacobs reported on the work of the listserv over the past year. She developed 
her own thrust based on the process of exploring the critical questions that elicit 
response.  
 
Plans for the Year Ahead, 2008–2009 
 
Many of our plans for the 2008–2009 year came out of our LT meeting at NWP’s 
2007 Annual Meeting in New York. The team had a collective desire to conduct long-
range planning for the network and used a process of appreciative inquiry in order 
to articulate the ways in which our network could leverage its capacity and 
knowledge base to reach more teachers in need of support across the nation. As we 
tried to determine our next steps for working with sites, we asked: What strengths 
do we as a network bring to the table? The list follows: technology access, 
indigenous voice, emerging resources, expertise in ways to work with ELL students, 
studies of site data about needs and strengths, creating opportunities to connect, 
sharing of resources, productive conversations.  
 
Our questions continued. What are the big issues that inform our work? How can we 
share knowledge in a collaborative model? Can we surface promising models and 
disseminate these models effectively? At the end of that LT meeting, the ELL 
Network LT had a new 3–5 year calendar for the network.  
 
As we move forward, our support for programs will take on a new form. After the 
2008 conference our involvement with With Different Eyes will focus on financially 
supporting presenters for the conference. We will no longer offer a pre-conference 
institute. In its place, we will support a resource development retreat run by our 
network every other year. In alternate years, we will cosponsor a regional 

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2537�
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2608�
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2704�
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/2611�
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conference with a site. This decision was reached in order to provide a more 
nationally distributed presence instead of sponsoring primarily West Coast projects. 
In a sense, this reflects the increasing population diversity that is occurring 
throughout the country. We hope to offer support for those communities newly 
experiencing an influx of English language learners in addition to the traditional 
linguistically diverse communities. We move forward with a renewed sense of 
national responsibility in supporting teachers in their work with English language 
learners. 
 
With Different Eyes 
 
The ELL Network will support the 2008 With Different Eyes Conference in 
conjunction with the UCLA Writing Project and UCLA Center X by sponsoring six 
presenters who will bring the writing project perspective to participants. The 
presenters are: 
 

• Andrea O'Brien and Rachel Howard, Lehigh Valley Writing Project, PA: 
Bringing Families into the School Community 

• Brandy De Alba, Great Valley Writing Project, CA: Alternative Daily 
Comprehensive Writing Strategies 

• Chris Colias, Denver Writing Project: Multi-media in Social Studies Classrooms 
• Michael Thompson, ELL Leadership Team member, Bisti Writing Project, NM: 

Using Comic Strips to Prompt Thinking and Writing 
• Scheherazade Makki, Hudson Valley Writing Project on Digital Storytelling 

Applications 
• Katharine Miranda, Borinquen Writing Project, Puerto Rico: Designing 

Writing Rubrics with Your Students 
 
2008 Annual Meeting  
 
We are excited that a former ELL Network LT member, Dolores Perez, is a featured 
speaker at the 2008 Annual Meeting General Session. She will address the 
intersections between her teaching life and her linguistic and cultural heritage. 
 
Once again, the ELL Network LT will be part of the site development session, 
Special-Focus Network Minigrants: Accessing Supplemental Funding to Grow Your Site 
Strategically. In addition, we will be involved with multiple other Thursday and 
Friday presentations, such as Reenvisioning Your Site to Meet the Needs of English 
Language Learners, which will showcase two sites whose minigrants furthered 
“courageous conversations” on behalf of ELL students and their teachers. 
Representatives from the San Diego and South Coast Writing Projects will share how 
they reenvisioned themselves as ELL sites and created the leadership infrastructure 
which will identify and support the emerging needs of their service areas. Three 
Friday breakout sessions will involve ELL Network LT and Network members; 
Teaching ELL Writers in a Digital Age (L. Jacobs, J. Rance-Roney and R. Rivera-
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Amezola); Reading the Research: Becoming Familiar with the ELL Annotated 
Bibliography (L. Jacobs and J. Rance-Roney); and Multigenre Contexts for Writing 
About Native Americans (L. Smith, M. Thompson). 
 
Resource Development and Dissemination Projects  
 
The ELL Network will be sponsoring three invitees to develop dissemination 
projects at the National Programs Dissemination Retreat in Atlanta in January 2009. 
The dissemination target will be developing resources for our Web presence. 
 
On July 7-12, 2009, the ELL Network will sponsor its first resource development 
retreat (RDR) in Lake Tahoe for ten site teams, or twenty individuals 
(http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/events/370 ). The purpose of the English 
Language Learners Resource Development Retreat is to develop meaningful 
resources for sites that serve ELL students. The RDR will provide support to 
participants as they share programs, projects, and processes that have deepened 
their own work with their sites as well as with the larger writing project 
community. Additionally, the RDR will serve to strengthen the capacity of our own 
Leadership Team as we strive to align ourselves as coaches for this important work. 
These resources, once developed, may also serve to inform the larger NWP audience 
in the form of articles, presentations, or other resources for sharing through the ELL 
Network. 
 
At the 2009 TESOL Conference, Judy Rance-Roney and Richard Argys of the ELL 
Network LT will present a session titled Discovering the National Writing Project. 
The session will highlight the opportunities and resources available for teachers of 
English language learners within the programs of NWP and the ELL Network. 
 
© 2009 by the National Writing Project. All rights reserved. 
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