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NWP USN PDX@ a glance
Thursday April 22 3:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Friday April 23 7:30 – 10 a.m. & 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.              
Saturday April 24 7:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Time Event Location
7:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. K-8 & High School Visits Leave from Main Lobby
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Digital Literacy Across the Margins: 

A TLN Pre-Conference
Mt. Hood Room

8:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Biking Portland: Bridges & Writing Leave from Main Lobby
8:15 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. Writing Marathon with Kim Stafford Meet @ Main Lobby Coffee Shop
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Performance of Emergency with 

Daniel Beaty, followed by Q&A. 
Gerding Theater, $20 ticket in ad-
vance from USN Reg. Desk

1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Writing the Japanese American 
Internment: History & Literature in 
Action; visit Nikkei Legacy Center

Leave from Main Lobby

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Evening Reception Grand Ballroom Lobby
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dinner and Entertainment Grand Ballroom
9:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Open Mic Poetry w/ Daniel Beaty Mt. Hood Room

Time Event Location
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Book Tables Grand Ballroom Lobby
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet Grand Ballroom
8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker Patricia Smith Grand Ballroom
9:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Workshops: Session I Hotel
11:20 a.m. – 12:35 p.m. Workshops: Session II Hotel
12:35 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. Lunch Buffet Grand Ballroom
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Workshops: Session III Hotel
3:10 p.m. – 4:25 p.m. Workshop: Session IV Hotel
4:35 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. USN Town Hall Meeting with cook-

ies, coffee, and tea
Salon F Ballroom

Friday, April 23

Saturday, April 24

Registration Open
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Renowned poet and poetry slam 
performer Patricia Smith explores 
urban life and history by getting 

into people’s skins and speaking their 
words. As the keynote speaker at the 
NWP’s 2010 Urban Sites Network Con-
ference, she’ll discuss the intersections of 
poetry and teaching.

Patricia Smith’s words aren’t like most 
poets’ words. Even when they’re printed 
on a page, they don’t just rest there, 
waiting to be read, content to reside in a 
literary journal or book. You might say 
that the words on a page are just one part 
of Smith’s poetry, and perhaps not even 
the most important part, because Smith’s 
poetry is written with a voice in mind; it’s 
written to be spoken and performed—
whether it’s in a poetry slam, a modern 
dance, a play, or a classroom.

Smith’s performance skills are obvious, 
but it’s the words of her poems that leap, 
bite, twirl, snarl, dance, spit, and scream 
off the page. She’s a master of the “per-
sona poem,” a poem written in the first 
person in which a writer imagines she is 

Keynote Speaker
Patricia Smith

an animal, an object, another person—
anyone or anything she is not.

Smith began her career in the late 
1980s in her hometown, Chicago—which 
has been called “the cradle of poetry 
slam,” and she went on to become the 
most successful competitor in slam his-
tory, winning the US National Poetry 
Slam competition four times and appear-
ing on the award-winning HBO series 
“Def Poetry Jam.”

Book signing Friday 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
at the Reception in the Grand Ballroom 
lobby, lower level.

“Smith’s performance 
skills are obvious, but 
it’s the words of her 
poems that leap, bite, 
twirl, snarl, dance, 
spit, and scream off 
the page. ”

Saturday, 
8:45-9:45 
a.m.

Grand 
 Ballroom,
  Lower 
   Level
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am
School ViSitS (7:45 - 11:30 a.m.)
OWP is proud to showcase the work of Teacher Consultants at two local Portland schools.  These 
teachers–and schools–have been examining their practice on the teaching of writing for several years.  
Visiting Grant High School or Boise Eliot K-8 School will give visitors an opportunity to see students 
and teachers working on writing in urban settings.  Buses will board at 7:45 a.m. at the Lobby En-
trance, Marriott Waterfront Hotel, and return at 11:30 a.m. after a stop in the Pearl District.  

Portland Writing marathon (8:15 - 11:20 a.m.)
Take this chance to explore–in person and in prose–friendly downtown Portland: a very walk-about-able 
and write-about-able city. Meet in the Marriott lobby at 8:15 a.m. to get a map of the 
downtown area; receive your writing-marathon instructions. Dress in layers and consider 
bringing an umbrella. We’ll gather back together in front of world-famous Powell’s Books (10th 
Avenue and West Burnside) at 11:20 a.m. and have lunch at a nearby Pearl District eatery, where 
we’ll share and celebrate our writing. This will give some of us time to get to Daniel Beaty’s 
play, Emergency, at the nearby Gerding Theater at 12:30 p.m., or to other afternoon events.

digital literacy acroSS the marginS: tln Pre-con-
ference WorkShoP (9 a.m. - 3 P.m.) mt. hood room
Join us for a presentation by G. Reyes, director of Oakland Leaf Youth Roots Program, and youth from 
the program who will lead the group through interactive, intertextual, and multi-media activities to 
illustrate what empowered urban youth can accomplish. After lunch, we’ll explore the use of selected 
tech tools in instructional experiences designed to engage and empower urban youth. Registration is 
limited to the first 40 participants who register through the USN Conference registration form.  

Biking around Portland — BridgeS and Writing 
(8 - 11:15 a.m.)
Join us in the Marriott lobby at 8:00 a.m. for a bicycle tour of Portland’s bridges and downtown area.  
We will gear up and head out along the river Esplanade trail, stopping to take in the sites and write. 
Portland’s Eastbank Esplanade is an urban adventure that gives you a different perspective of Portland’s vi-
brant waterfront. This 1.7-mile-long promenade hugs the east bank of the Willamette River which flows right 
through the heart of downtown. Located between the historic Hawthorne and Steel Bridges, this riverfront 
walking and biking path gives you an unobstructed view of Portland’s skyline and boasts unique art sculp-
tures that celebrate Portland’s history.

See daniel Beaty’S Play, EmErgEncy, facing Page
Writing the JaPaneSe american internment —
hiStory & literature in action (1 - 4:30 P.m.)
Rain or shine, join us in the Marriott lobby at 1 p.m. for our afternoon workshop at the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center where 
we will read from memoirs and write about the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. We will tour the museum and 
meet with community members who were forced to leave their homes, belongings, and businesses behind. Weather permitting, we will 
also visit the Japanese American Historical Plaza that features Oregon poet, Lawson Inada. 

eVening recePtion (5:30 – 6:30 P.m.) 
    grand Ballroom loBBy

dinner and entertainment (6:30 – 8:30 P.m.) 
    grand Ballroom

oPen mic: hoSt daniel Beaty (9 – 11 P.m.) 
    mt. hood room

pm

EventsFriday:
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“Beaty performed his play ‘EmErgENCY’ on February 28, 2008, one of the only times in grant 
history when almost all students rushed toward—not away from—a school assembly. [Students] 
demanded that the whole student body be allowed to attend, in protest of the original plan that 
select English classes have the privilege.”

-rebecca Harburg, Grantonian Newspaper, grant High School 

Daniel Beaty

“Every now and then you see 
a performer who jolts the 
senses to attention... By the 
end of the performance, I 
was on my feet shouting like 
someone in church – I was so 
moved.”
- Ruby Dee

Friday, April 23     12:30 - 2 p.m.
gerding Theater at the Armory

128 NW 11th Avenue

Space limited to 100—cost $20 beyond USN conference 
registration fee. Participants will receive a ticket to the per-
formance, an emailed copy of Beaty’s play, and the
Emergency curriculum, developed by Portland teachers.

FRIDAy EvENING: Open mic session, hosted by Beaty, 
grand Slam Champion at the world famous Nuyorican
Poet’s Café and National redemption Slam. 

Mt. Hood Room, 9 - 11 p.m.

Poet / Playwright
EMErgENcy

A slave ship emerges in front of the Statue 
of Liberty, sending New York City into a 
whirlwind of emotion and exploration in 
this explosive, solo tour de force featuring 
slam poetry, multi-character transformation, 
and song. Daniel Beaty portrays a cast 
of 40 characters. Through the characters’ 
individual responses to this surreal happening 
and their varied testimonies on identity and 
personal freedom, EMERGEncy weaves 
a stirring commentary on what it is to be 
human and the longing to be free.

“W e can overcome if we change the way we see, see 
ourselves, see our past, see our possibility.”

- Daniel Beaty from EMERGENCY
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PDX*Food  & Drink

*aka, Portland, stumptown, rose city, 
bridgetown, rip city

The 411
(Blend in with the Locals)

Pronunciation:
orY-gun

Will-aM-ette

Mult-no-Mah

Portland is a bicycling 
paradise. Bicycles may use 
a lane or keep to the right.  
If you are driving in a car, 
be aware that streets in-
clude bike lanes and “green 
boxes” for bicyclists at street 
corners. Look for stationary 
or approaching bicyclists on 
your right side before turn-
ing.

doWntoWn Portland is 
a grid of mostly one-way 
streets. 

a city of craft: craft coffee, 
craft beer, craft cocktails, we 
take great pleasure in taking 
great pleasure.

taP water here is really 
good.  It’s runoff from the 
Cascade mountains; try it.

light rail (mAX) and the 
streetcars are free down-
town. Buses are not.

Downtown
East Indian Co. **** (Indian)
17 blocks away
821 SW 11th Ave., 503-227-8815, 
eastindiapdx.com. Lunch and dinner 
Monday-Saturday. $$ Moderate
Order this: Lamb vindaloo 
Best deal: $2 for roti and many house 
specials around $12.
 

Higgins   ****  (Northwest Locavore) 
7 blocks away
1239 SW Broadway, 503-222-9070. 
Lunch Monday-Friday. Dinner nightly. 
$$$ Expensive
Order this: Higgins is definitely deft with 
meat, but the kitchen also has a surprising 
facility with vegetarian items, which often 
outshine everything else on the table. 
Best deal: $7 will net you a lovely bowl of 
one of the two soups of the day and bread 
perfect for a light meal.
 

Huber’s  **** (American traditional) 
12 blocks away
411 SW 3rd Ave., 503-228-5686
Lunch and dinner—11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Order this: Spanish coffee and watch the 
pouring show.
Best deal: 140-year anniversary special:
3-course turkey, ham, or half ham/half 
turkey for $18.79, including pie or bread 
pudding, or try turkey piccata with cole 
slaw instead of vegetables.

Jake’s Grill  **** (American/New 
American)   16 blocks away
611 SW 10th Ave., 503-220-1850, 
mccormickandschmicks.com Mon-Thurs 
6:30 a.m. – midnight, Fri 6:30 a.m. – 1 
a.m.; Sat 7:30 a.m.- 1 a.m.; Sun 7:30 a.m. 
– midnight. $$ Moderate to $$$
Order This: Pan fried oysters, fresh oysters, 
salmon on a cedar plank, or lamb chops. 
(Breakfast? Try the salmon Benedict).
Best Deal: Sweet and savory breakfast 
entrees, starting at $6.95.

Local USN Committee’s
Favorite Eats

Linda Christensen’s—
Pazzo Ristorante, Italian
627 SW Washington

Emma Ford’s—Veritable Quandary
From hotel two blocks north 

Patricia Heard-Hopson’s—
Papa Haydn’s
NW cuisine, greatest desserts
715 NW 23rd Ave

Pam Hooten’s—Portland City Grill

30th floor - best city view
American, sushi, eclectic cuisine
111 SW 5th Ave, 503-450-0030

Chris Knab—Silk in Pearl District

Vietnamese
1012 NW Glisan

Dylan Leeman’s—
50 Plates
Traditional American comfort food

333 NW 13th   

Ann Truax’s—
Al Amir, Lebanese
223 SW Stark

Group choice:
Andina, Peruvian, in The Pearl
1314 NW Glisan
Restaurant of the Year 2005
Yummy happy hour, small plates

Look in your green folder; ask 
the concierge, or here are a few 
standouts:
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PDX*Food  & Drink
Toward the Willamette River:

McCormick & Schmick’s Harborside at the Marina

503-220-1865   0309 SW montgomery

Newport Seafood Grill at RiverPlace

Downtown Portland’s only floating restaurant

503-227-3474   0425 SW montgomery

Stanford’s Restaurant & Bar at RiverPlace

503-241-5051   1831 SW river Drive

Three Degrees — in the RiverPlace Hotel

503-295-6166   1510 SW Harbor Way

Mother’s Bistro and Bar ****
(gourmet Comfort Food)  12 blocks away
409 SW Second Ave., 503-464-1122, 
mothersbistro.com Tue-Thurs 7 a.m. – 9 
p.m.; Fri 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.; Sat – Sun 9 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m., closed Mon. $$ Moderate
Order This: rich eggs Benedict, including 
a salmon Benedict, arguably the best in 
town 
Best Deal: Crispy on the outside, moist in 
the middle Belgian waffle with fresh fruit 
for $7

veritable Quandary (VQ) ****
2 blocks away
1220 SW First Ave,  503-227-7342
Amazing Dungeness crab Benedict, Brunch 
Sat & Sun only 9:30 a.m - 3 p.m.

H50 Bistro and Bar  ****
(New American)  8 blocks away
50 SW Morrison St., 503-484-1415, 
h5obistro.com. Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
daily. $$-$$$ Moderate-expensive
Order this: Diminutive Dungeness 
crab fritters are full of buttery, crabby 
deliciousness. Try the Salmon Hash. 
Best deal: The BTL is wee, but it comes 
with a haystack’s worth of shoestring 
potatoes.
  
Karam  ****  (mediterranean)
13 blocks away
316 SW Stark St., 503-223-0830. Lunch 
and dinner Monday-Saturday. $$ Moderate
Order this: The gorgeous chicken 
couscous, delivered with a side of light 
chicken gravy, satisfies both your carnal 
and aestheic cravings. 
Best deal: The veggie kebab ($14) is a 
sprawling plate; its succulent mushrooms 
in particular are the perfect balance of 
crispy and juicy.

 

Kenny and Zuke’s   *** 
(Sandwiches/ Deli)
18 blocks away)
1038 Stark St., 503-222-3354, 
kennyandzukes.com Mon -Thu 7 
a.m.–8 p.m.; Fri 7 a.m. –9 p.m.; 
Sat 8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun 8 a.m.-
8 p.m.  $$ Moderate
Order This: Chicago Italian 
beef sandwich—tender slices, 
house giardiniera, gravy 

Best Deal: The Anytime Special – 5 half 
sandwiches, giandula & jam with soup or 
salad $7.50.

Restaurant Murata (Japanese) ****
3 blocks away
200 SW market St., 503-227-0080
 
Rock Bottom Restaurant & Brewery *** 
8 blocks away   206 SW Morrison St,
503-796-2739
  
Southpark (mediterranean) ****
11 blocks away   901 SW Salmon St., 
503-326-1399, southparkseafood.com. Lunch 
and dinner daily. $$-$$$ Moderate-expensive
Order this: King salmon with corn-and 
zucchini croquettes 
Best deal: Lamb-shoulder tagine, a hearty 
stew that serves two, or try the Happy Hour 
cheap eats in the bar
 
Downtown Food Carts 
SW 4th and Hall (PSU) about 3 blocks away
 Original Chopollos (mexican)
Buddha Bites (Breakfast/ Lunch, Veggie 
options)
Parker’s Waffles and Coffee
Asaase Ital Palace (Caribbean)
Portland Soup Company (+Sandwiches, 
vegan options)
Vietnamese Banh mi Sandwiches
Inter Selects (Thai)
Taqueria Villaneuva (mexican, vegan options)
Q BBQ (Vegetarian options)

Etta’s Burgers @ Southwest Park Avenue 
near Yamhill Street. Two alternative takes: a 
spicy lentil burger or one made with turkey. 
Or, make it a locavore’s delight: a half-pound 
Oregon Blue Burger ($11;  1/3-pound 
version, $9) with rogue Creamery 
Oregonzola cheese and caramelized onion on 
a grand Central Bakery hazelnut bun. Or, try 
Yukon gold or sweet potato fries.

NW Breakfast Specialty: 

Salmon Benedict

Jake’s Grill 
Mother’s Bistro and Bar 

veritable Quandary has an 

amazing Dungeness Crab 

Benedict

Portland is known as a city of 
bridges spanning the Willamette 
River. One of the few U.S. riv-
ers flowing north, the Willamette 
divides Portland into east and 
west. The Burnside Bridge and 
Burnside Avenue further divide 
Portland into north and south. 

Want a quick walk? go out the 
hotel main door and cross the 
Hawthorne Bridge in front of you.
On the east side of the Willamette 
river you’ll find the Vera Katz 
Eastbank Esplanade which is 1.5 
miles long, extending north from 
the Hawthorne Bridge, past the 
morrison and Burnside Bridges, to 
the Steel Bridge with connections 
back to the west side of the river. 
Walk along gov. Tom mcCall 
Waterfront Park to return to the 
hotel.
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conVerSation With Patricia Smith
Salon d
Members of the Urban Sites network Leadership Team: Ben Bates, 
Oklahoma State University WP; Astra cherry, Gateway (MO) WP @ 
University of Missouri–St. Louis; Linda christensen, Oregon WP @ 
Lewis & clark; Dewayne Dickens, Oklahoma State University WP; 
Irina McGrath, Louisville (Ky) WP; Michael Prier, Greater Kansas 
city (MO) WP, and chris Tsang, Boston (MA) WP

Facilitated by members of the USN Leadership Team, participants 
will unpack the theme of the conference with keynote speaker, 
Patricia Smith. Some of the questions that may surface are: How 
do we help students find their voices within the realm of today’s 
mandated curriculum and testing? How can reading, writing, and 
performance enhance students’ personal growth, love of writing, and 
social change? Come with your own questions and share your ideas 
in this interactive, facilitated conversation with our keynote speaker. 

VoiceS of culture and change
eugene room
Irene Den Bleyker, UnM-Gallup, Education Dept., coordinator, and 
Lorena Shank, Lincoln Elementary, Four corners (nM) WP

The Voices of Culture and Change reflects on learning styles, works 
of art and culturally influenced writing, and how each of these 
enables the “voice of the people” to be expressed and heard. Session 
attendees will experiment with writing from these formats.

maPPing a city With StorieS
Portland room
Meg Peterson, Director, and nikole Breault, Southside Middle School 
— both from Plymouth (nH) WP

In our workshop, participants will use guided imagery to imagine a 
place in their city and will compose a short piece about that place. 
This presentation shows the results of a project where middle school 
children wrote pieces about places in their city and mapped them, 
using google maps.

digital JournalS: deePening 
thought Page By Page — tln
columbia room
Stephanie Johnson, Sevier Middle School, and Inga Puffer, Tanglewood 
Middle School — both from Upstate (Sc) WP

Experience digital journals: a strategy in which students use 
PowerPoint slides as multi-media journal pages. Participants will 
experience brainstorming techniques such as photography, drawing, 
and discussion protocols to scaffold students’ writing about the 
complex issues of identity. Teachers from two urban middle schools 
will share student work and unit materials.

Saturday Workshop Sessions
Round 1  9:55 a.m. - 11:10 a.m.

Writing to the rhythm: aWakening 
Student VoiceS through muSic
Salon c
Peggy Henderson Murphy, Ironton High School; Jennifer Stapleton, 
chesapeake High School; Amanda Flora, Salt Rock Elementary, and 
Hildegard Webb, Ironton High School — all from Three Bridges (WV) 
WP @ Marshall University

This research-based presentation will demonstrate how music 
improves writing and learning. Participants will engage in music-
enhanced writing activities and view student samples. Teachers 
from different levels and disciplines will share how music connects 
students to the expression of their written voices.

family Write nightS: creating 
SPaceS to engage the Whole 
family aS WriterS
meadowlark/douglas fir room
Katharine Johnson, co-Director, Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

How do we foster the writer in parents while we help them 
understand the writing curriculum taught in schools? Family 
Write Nights! In this workshop, we will share how to structure 
Family Write Nights and rehearse writing prompts that make these 
evenings successful.

a Picture iS Worth a thouSand 
WordS 
medford room
Kristin Jensen Storey, Oxnard School District, South coast (cA) WP, 
and Synthia Shelby, Jefferson county Public Schools, Louisville (Ky) 
WP

This presentation validates and extends students’ observations/ideas 
through discussions to enhance their ability to write with insight 
and promote critical thought. Participants will utilize activities to 
engage students across all content areas. This interactive workshop 
supports the forming of a community of learners, readers, and 
writers.

reaching our youngeSt WriterS in 
inner-city SchoolS
Sunstone room
Ann Beck, co-Director, Little Rock (AR) WP

We have developed some writing activities that help elementary 
children find their writing voices and discover that they like to 
write. Thus, writing becomes an important life skill and a learning 
tool that leads to improvement in all areas of their schoolwork and 
is reflected in their performance on high-stakes testing.
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Round 1, continued    
Saturday Workshop Sessions

academic VoiceS in Social JuStice 
claSSroomS: PuShing Back the 
BarrierS
Salon g
Kathryn May and Geoffrey Winikur — both from Parkway northwest 
High School for Peace and Social Justice and Philadelphia (PA) WP

Students, who demonstrate expertise in various genres and forms 
of writing, often lose their authentic voice when trying to write a 
lengthy research paper. This interactive presentation will explore 
the pedagogical dilemmas that arise when teachers endeavor to 
help students negotiate the enactment of their own voices when 
writing research papers. Participants will be invited to reflect on their 
experiences with their own students how we can successfully support 
them.

rethinking the line BetWeen uS: 
Bringing hiStory to life in the 
claSSroom
Salon a
Bill Bigelow, curriculum Editor, Rethinking Schools

Participants will experience classroom-tested strategies to promote 
critical thinking about the history of the U.S. war with mexico — 
the war that led to the acquisition of about half of mexico (including 
California) by the United States, and that sparked the first anti-war 
movement in U.S. history.

Say it With dialogue
Salon B
Fabian Garza, Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School, South Texas WP 

In order for all students, 
but in particular English 
language learners, to 
become more comfortable 
with dialogue in their 
writing, they must 
become accustomed to 
using dialogue effectively. 
Through practice with 
comics, journals, essays, 
short stories, and skits, 
students get a better feel 
for the concept “show me; 
don’t tell me.”

Building BridgeS: SPanning 
ignorance With emPathy, 
comPaSSion, and Poetry
Sunstone room
charles Sanderson, St. Helens Middle School, and Bryan chu, Lane 
Middle School — both Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

Politically, the U.S. continues to get carved up into red and blue. 
Oregon exemplifies such a place with the blue islands of Portland 
and Eugene surrounded by a red sea. We will use preconceptions, 
as well as confront stereotypes and first impressions, to create 
poetry from our own and the perspective of “other” to build 
empathy and compassion.

Bringing Back Voice in a teSt-
driVen World
medford room
Valerie Librizzi and Emilie Perna — both from Waltham High School 
and Boston (MA) WP

In school systems that focus on standardized testing, scores 
may rise, but students’ voices may be lost in the process. In this 
workshop, participants will develop, experiment with, and view 
strategies intended to re-insert student voice into low-stakes and 
high-stakes writing.

“So iS it PuBlic Writing or 
iS it PriVate?” — hoW guided 
Journaling BlurS the lineS
Salon a
Britton Gildersleeve, Director, Oklahoma State University WP

Writers know journaling is useful, but it’s hard to entice students 
to use the journal to think and reflect. It’s also difficult juggling 
journal assessment with student privacy. This workshop involves 
participants in guided journaling, using both visual and verbal 
prompts, as well as group discussion of journal assessment.

9:55 a.m. - 11:10 a.m.

Round 2 
11:20 a.m. - 12:35 p.m. 



10

Saturday Workshop Sessions
Round 2  11:20 a.m. - 12:35 p.m.

all the World’S a Stage: 
Producing monologueS to 
illuStrate VoiceS & conflictS of 
urBan StudentS
Salon d
Dr. Dottie Willis, Bellarmine University, Louisville (Ky) WP

Participants will engage in interactive mini-lessons that guide 
middle or high school students to write effective dramatic 
monologues. By developing fictitious characters to voice their 
real-world experiences, urban students will also develop essential 
literacy skills to resolve conflicts on the page, in the classroom, 
and in their communities.

“glogSter iS So gangSta” - hoW 
digital PoSterS ProVide a SPace 
for Social change and PerSonal 
emPoWerment — tln
columbia room
Alina Adonyi and Jennifer Woollven — both from central Texas WP 
(San Marcos)

Participants will learn about the powerful possibilities of having 
students create interactive posters online by combining and 
uploading text, images, video, and music. This engaging tool was 
especially successful with ELLs and reluctant students who are 
historically resistant to reading and writing.

the PeoPle SPeak: illuminating 
Primary Source documentS to 
Promote literacy and actiViSm
Salon g
Linda christensen, Director, and JoAnn Tsohonis, Jefferson High 
School — both from Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

Using Howard Zinn’s 
recent “People Speak” video 
project as a starting point, 
participants will engage 
in strategies to promote 
literacy that cross content 
boundaries as students gain 
information about people 
who worked for democracy.

eraSing the marginS: hoW 
academic language and mentor 
teXtS can emPoWer all StudentS
Salon B
Susan Minnicks, Muirlands Middle School, and Kendra Madden, 
San Diego Early/Middle college High School — both from San Diego 
(cA) Area WP

This workshop will focus on the explicit instruction of academic 
language to empower diverse students. Participants will practice the 
linguistic and cognitive skills students need to navigate in public 
arenas, including word study and analysis of academic language as 
they attack complex texts and develop their own voice in academic 
writing. 

neW teacherS Writing in the 
marginS: talking Back to teaching 
ScriPtS and StandardiZed 
curricula
Salon h
Marsha Pincus, Teacher consultant; neena Pathak, Martin Luther 
King High School; Ife Oyedele, Mastery charter of Pickett; Anne 
Powell, Global Leadership Academy; Lauren Pears, Alaine Locke 
Elementary School, and yvonne coker, Global Leadership Academy — 
all in Philadelphia (PA), and Brian cassidy, MedEast High School, 
camden, nJ — all from Philadelphia (PA) WP

This workshop will use a collaborative inquiry protocol to examine 
the inquiry into practice projects conducted in the classrooms 
of 2nd-year Philadelphia members of Teach for America who 
have challenged the move to marginalize writing in exchange for 
mandated scripted curricula. Participants will review and look 
for implications for teaching and leading students in new and 
meaningful ways in this era of high-stakes testing and whole school 
reform.

multicultural Word WeaVeS: 
Bringing StudentS out of the 
marginS
meadowlark/douglas fir room
Dory Kanter, Portland Public Schools ESL Dept., and Ann 
Truax, Teacher consultant, Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

Too often students from other continents, races, and 
cultures live in the margins of our schools. In this 
workshop, we will honor the many traditions those 
students bring by examining proverbs. Participants will 
illustrate, interpret, and share proverbs, then create an 
art response by actually weaving words, an activity which 
excites students and provides a springboard for a personal 
narrative.
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StorieS from Behind the door: 
fear and choice in urBan 
claSSroomS
Salon c
Lacy Manship and cindy Urbanski — both Associate Directors, 
University of north carolina at charlotte WP

Join with us in a study of urban classroom stories through first 
person narratives. Write and talk about the implications of fear, 
enacted indoctrination, agency, and praxis in the classroom. 
revise your own and your students’ fear stories into narratives of 
choice and change. Participants will take away classroom practices 
grounded in revision, agency and social change.

online and on Point With Social 
JuStice Writing and reSPonding
eugene room
Lori Menning, Fox Valley (WI) WP, and Mia Robinson,
Denver (cO) WP

responding to writing about social justice issues on the 
E-Anthology’s online environment can be an informative part 
of any Invitational Summer Institute (ISI).  E-Team members, 
the group of online responders, will share social justice postings 
submitted on the E-Anthology. Discussion will focus on how sites 
and teachers might use these pieces to enrich their ISIs and classes.

croSSing marginS: Patricia Smith’S 
neighBorhood Plan
Portland room
Tom McKenna, Portland youth Builders, and Alex Gordin, cleveland 
High School — both from Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

As Patricia Smith writes in her poem about gwendolyn Brooks, 
“you constantly bumped into borders.” What borders do we cross 
in our neighborhoods, or when we go across town? Using Smith’s 
poem as a model, participants will examine Smith’s poetic structure 
and use it as a template to create their own.

Round 2, continued    
Saturday Workshop Sessions

11:20 a.m. - 12:35 p.m.

Round 3 
1:45 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

academic language, reading and 
Writing:  engliSh learnerS center 
Stage
eugene room
Faye Peitzman, Director, and norma Mota-Altman, San Gabriel 
High School, Associate Director — both from UcLA (cA) WP

How can we propel high school English learners to grow 
dramatically as analytical readers and writers? Helping students 
to acquire academic language is a brilliant start. Other significant 
understandings, or approaches:  elevating expectations, scaffolding 
up and down, and valuing and leveraging heritage-language 
abilities.

accePtaBle StorieS:  creating 
SPaceS Where all StudentS can 
Share their StorieS
Salon B
Karen Hamlin, Director; Linda Wallmark, cummings Elementary 
School, and Bill Fischer, Morrison campus, Dallas School District — 
all from Oregon WP @ Willamette University

This session will explore a summer writing experience designed to 
support urban students in articulating their identities and their 
place in the world. Participants will share insights into challenges 
raised by inviting difficult stories, offer suggestions for addressing 
those challenges, and explore strategies that validate each writer’s 
individual experience.

the attendance Barrier: helPing 
StudentS find Voice to moVe from 
VictimS to VictorS
Salon d
Tiffany Ballard, Dewayne Dickens, and Sylvia Muse — all from Tulsa 
community college and Oklahoma State University WP

Participants in this session will work with Tulsa Community 
College teacher researchers to generate a list of all-time “excuses” 
for missing class; share tools and activities from their work at 
TCC to encourage students to develop accountability for their 
attendance and learning; and discuss what teachers can do to 
encourage students to take greater control of their education.

LUNCH BUFFET

GRAND BALLROOM

12:35 - 1:35 p.m.

Presentation by The Alliance
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thiS little light of mine — tln
columbia room
Laura Lee Stroud, chisholm Trail Middle School, co-Director, central 
Texas WP

Witness how minority students’ voices can be illuminated through 
exploring, writing and publishing their insights in various media 
formats, when asked the question, “Do you know about the 
Achievement gap?” With the Achievement gap spread wide, our 
students wanted to know what everyone, except them, is talking 
about.

eVeryday heroeS: uSing Writing to 
deVeloP StudentS’ aWareneSS of 
leaderShiP QualitieS 
meadowlark/douglas fir room
Kara Hinderlie, Irvington Elementary School, Portland, and Elizabeth 
Schlessman, Lincoln Elementary School, Woodburn — both from 
Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

Our students deserve to see heroism and leadership as traits in 
their families and their neighborhoods. During this workshop 
participants will share experiences, read, and write about everyday 
heroes as we collectively expand the ideas of heroes and leaders.  We 
will share models from K-5 classrooms. 

cultiVating community 
PartnerShiPS through 
celeBrationS of Student Writing
Portland room
Katie McKay, 4th Grade Bilingual Teacher, and Amber Pleasant, 
Special Education Teacher — both from Heart of Texas WP

Elementary special education and bilingual teachers from a Title I 
school in Austin, Texas, invite participants to view, reflect on, and 
plan for wikis and community-hosted young authors’ readings that 
illuminate students’ diverse voices. Let’s encourage the involvement 
and collaboration of local residents and businesses in their 
neighborhood schools.

moVing StudentS from a ‘dream 
deferred’ to ‘dayBreak in alaBama’
Salon h
Patsy Lockhart, Literacy coach, césar chávez Middle School, Bay
Area (cA) WP

What does a teacher do to heal and liberate African-American 
students after listening to their voices in pain? Considering examples 
of urban issues, participants will experience what happens when 
students address topics they care about.

PurPoSeful Pedagogy and 
language diVerSity
Salon g
Bianca Williams-Griffin, Milwaukee Public School, University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee WP; Bonnie J. Williams, Doctoral Student, 
Michigan State University; christine Kane and Aja Booker — both 
from nubia Leadership Academy and San Diego (cA) Area WP 

many English Language Learners (ELLs) and Linguistic minority 
students (Lm) bring from home their rich and complex language 
systems that do not match literacy expectations of mainstream 
classrooms. In this session, participants will explore explicit ways to 
support their students in content area literacy, using
writing-to-learn strategies in order to help students become 
proficient in using the Language of Wider Communication (LWC) 
or “Standard English” (SE).

digital conVerSationS: Writing, 
Voice, and authorShiP in the neW 
media
Salon c
Leslie Moitoza, Oregon WP @ University of Oregon and Bay Area 
(cA) WP, and Gary Ryan, christian Brothers college High School, 
Gateway Writing Project @ University of Missouri–St. Louis

In this interactive workshop, you will learn how two writing project 
teachers have used digital compositions to teach basic writing skills 
and, in the process, changed the social dimensions of the learning 
environment by using peer driven groups and technology to shift 
literacy from individual expression to community involvement.

a Strong reViSion tool: armS
medford room
Janine Shinkoskey Brodine, Director, Puget Sound (WA) WP

ArmS stands for Add-remove-move-Substitute – all tasks a writer 
does during revision. This hand-on workshop breaks the revision 
process down into manageable and enjoyable pieces. Participants 
will practice the ArmS skills with clay, then will write and revise a 
short piece.

my taliSman: Writing aBout 
cultural imPerialiSm
Sunstone room
Bruce Greene, Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark and Bay Area (cA) WP

In Alice Walker’s story “Elethia,” the character Albert Porter cautions 
against people who have “seriously disremembered their past.” Using 
the story as a springboard, participants will identify and write about the 
artifacts of cultural imperialism. The story’s notion of empowerment 
through “re-membering,” teaches students to write “thick descriptions” 
of objects that function as personal talismans.

Saturday Workshop Sessions
Round 3  1:45 - 3 p.m.
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the urBan JuStice league: reading 
and Writing for Social JuStice
Salon a
Daniel Boster, Ralston High School, co-Director, and Jeff Grinvalds, 
Westside High School — both from nebraska WP

Participants will engage in writing, reading, and discussion of the 
implications of social justice teaching in secondary schools. They 
will also learn about our citywide literacy for social justice project 
and have an opportunity to get involved in a potential nation-wide 
project. 

Round 4 
3:10 - 4:25 p.m. 

Round 3, continued    
Saturday Workshop Sessions

teaching Secondary StudentS to 
SoulWrite for Social JuStice
Salon g
Dr. Darlene Russell and students Francisco Ocasio, Amy Roberto, and 
Jennifer Fernandes — all from William Paterson University (nJ)

This workshop will focus on teaching marginalized students to use 
their voices to write about personal experiences and social justice 
through literature, music, and movies. The presenters are pre-
service and in-service English teachers who work in urban schools. 
Participants will receive handouts.

Small momentS: acknoWledging 
our StudentS’ liVeS through 
digital StorieS — tln
columbia room
Robert Rivera-Amezola, Philadelphia (PA) WP

Digital storytelling is a fun and creative way for 21st century 
students to develop critical digital literacies. This workshop will 
explore narratives composed primarily by 4th grade English 
Language Learners (ELLs) in an urban school environment.

eXPloring the maP of the middle 
eaSt conflict
Salon h
catherine Theriault, SEIS/Roosevelt High School, Oregon WP @ Lewis 
& clark

Participants will receive an overview of a time-tested English 
Language Arts unit on the middle East conflict and will engage in 
writing activities that promote critical inquiry about salient issues.

for the Sake of our nameS and 
VoiceS
eugene room
caroline Occean and nancy O’Malley — both of Boston Latin School 
and Boston (MA) WP, and Dr. Sylvia cunningham, Hoosier (In) WP

This workshop will showcase our success as three urban teachers 
who encourage students to write with pride about their names, 
family history, immigrant stories, and cultural heritage. Using 
“Where I’m From…”, The House on Mango Street, and namesake 
as inspirational texts, colleagues will be invited to practice the 
techniques we showcase.

Bringing hiStory to life through 
creatiVe Journaling
Salon c
Warren Read, Wilkes Elementary School, Puget Sound (WA) WP

“What would you have done if you were alive during this era?” 
This workshop will provide a useful toolkit to engage students in 
a compelling yearlong project, one that will allow them to “live” 
through historical events and to answer this essential question with 
insight and empathy.

integrating Student Voice and 
choice into urBan claSSroomS
Portland room
Ruth Devlin, ELL Teacher/Paradise PDS, co-Director, and Paula 
Laub, Writing Strategist, Paradise PDS — both of Southern nevada 
WP

By using powerful literature discussions as a springboard to multi-
genre writing, 2nd grade ELL Students discovered they could create 
social change in their urban community. Through writing and social 
activism, these students made a difference in their community and, 
in the process, discovered the power of their often unheard young 
voices.
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ProJect cinderella: hoW digital 
media engageS and emPoWerS 
all StudentS to emBrace and 
tranSform the taSk of Writing
medford room
Michael Prier, Greater Kansas city (MO) WP, and Susanne croasdaile, 
Eastern Virginia WP

Participants in this session will explore the implications of Universal 
Design for Learning as a different lens through which to view 
traditional paper and pencil writing tasks. Digital media tools of the 
21st century will help escort participants into  “paperless classrooms” 
where the writing process and individual representation, personal 
expression and engagement makes writing meaningful and fresh for 
students at all levels.

turning Pain into PoWer With the 
Poetry of daniel Beaty
meadowlark/douglas fir room
Dylan Leeman, Grant High School, Oregon WP @ Lewis & clark

In this session, participants will write using poetry from Daniel 
Beaty’s play, Emergency, which illustrates his theme—turning pain 
into power. This poetic exercise helps students re-imagine a future 
where they have power and control.

defining momentS in your 
ProfeSSional Journey With nWP
Salon a
Paul LeMahieu, Sherry Swain, Linda Friedrich, Mary Ann Smith, and 
Sarah Hall — all of nWP

This Early History research session invites teachers who became 
involved with NWP in the years spanning 1974 – 1991 to share their 
defining moments. What was going on in the teaching of writing in 
your urban classroom? The session also models a thinking/writing 
process – centered on defining moments – that is useful beyond 
the study itself, particularly in urban classrooms or in professional 
development workshops in urban settings.

Round 4, continued    
Saturday Workshop Sessions

The OWP Certificate in 
the Teaching of Writing

“ONE WHO LEARNS FROM ONE WHO 
IS LEARNING DRINKS FROM A RUN-
NING STREAM.” 

-- SILETZ NATION SAyING

According the National Writing Project, “Teachers who are well 
informed and effective in their practice can be successful teach-
ers of other teachers as well as partners in educational research, 
development, and implementation. Collectively, teacher-leaders 
are our greatest resource for educational reform.”

At the Oregon Writing Project, we put this belief into action. 
We developed the Certificate in the Teaching of Writing in coop-
eration with Lewis & Clark’s graduate School of Education and 
Counseling as well as the Center for Continuing Studies. This 
certification program is aimed specifically at developing teacher 
expertise as a writing coach for students as well as faculties in our 
area schools.

While developing a framework for teaching writing and literacy 
across the curriculum, K-12 educators enrolled in the Teaching of 
Writing graduate Certificate Program receive a strong ground-
ing in writing and reflective teaching. Participants gain an under-
standing of literacy learning through a combination of working 
on their own writing, reflecting on their teaching practices, and 
reading current research in composition, literacy, and writing 
pedagogy.  Teachers also develop research, coaching and present-
ing skills.

The following OWP Teacher Consultants have received (or will 
soon receive) their Coaching Certificate, either through the pro-
gram or through their previous work with OWP:

Kathryn Beck       
roseann Bennett       
Jeffery Coleman

Emma Jackson Ford       
mark Hansen

Katharine Johnson       
John Kavanaugh       

Andy Kulak
Dianne Leahy       
Dylan Leeman       
James mayer

melanie morris
William Nee       

Penny Patrick
rochelle Pluymers       

Donald rose       
Kristen Schjoll

Elizabeth Schlessman
Corey Stixrud     

Catherine Theriault        
Ann Truax     

Thu Truong
JoAnn Tsohonis
Anna Wessinger        
Jane K. Williams

Urban Sites Network 
Town Hall Meeting
4:35-5:30 p.m., Salon F
Coffee, tea, and cookies
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Local Photos: 
Dorothy Seymour
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Thank you.

2010 USN Conference: 
The People Who Made It Happen
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