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The OWP site provides professional development and training for teachers throughout the area 

 

Nearly two years after the Oregon Writing Project Collaborative (OWP) site at Willamette 
University moved to George Fox, the organization has established some roots in Newberg and finds 
itself in a position to thrive heading into a busy summer season. 

“We’ve received wonderful support from George Fox,” site director Karen Hamlin said. “It has been 
a great new home for us.” 

The Newberg site is one of several in Oregon, all of which are anchored at universities and fall 
under the umbrella of the National Writing Project, which aims to support the teaching of writing 
and the use of writing in learning. 

OWP sites operate independently from their host institutions, but because they offer graduate level 
coursework as part of its professional development programming, the Salem site had to relocate after 
20 years when Willamette University closed its graduate school of education in 2014. 

Hamlin, who was with the OWP site for its entire run in Salem, said that its roster of approximately 
50 instructors wanted to move to George Fox and has found the administration to be a willing 
partner. 

The site hardly missed a beat after physically moving to Newberg in September 2014, as it was able 
to offer a version of its cornerstone program, the Institute in the Teaching of Writing, in January 
2015. 

“I would never have believed the transition would go this smoothly, but George Fox has been an 
amazing partner,” Hamlin said. “One of the reasons (provost) Linda Samek thought it was a good fit 
for George Fox is there are a number of really strong literacy faculty in the college of education. 
They’ve embraced it and supported it.” 

Part of the agreement to relocate to George Fox included continuing to offer services to Salem-area 
teachers, so the site holds its main institute in Salem during the summer. 

The OWP site at George Fox also offers on-site professional development to school districts and a 
certificate in the teaching of writing. 

When teachers complete the institute, they are considered teacher leaders and can do things like 
lead other OWP projects, like the site’s new series of online summer camps. 

“I think we’re almost ahead of where we were before the move,” Hamlin said. “Sites across the 
country are struggling to keep their summer institutes going and we’re happy to say we have very 
successful enrollments in our summer institutes both in Newberg and in Salem.” 
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Hamlin believes the site will continue to grow, especially now that Oregon’s Teacher Standards and 
Practices Commission has changed its regulations so that teachers can now renew their licenses year-
round using what are known as professional development units or PDUs. 

“We’re particularly well positioned to help with that because we provide professional development 
for teachers in writing across content areas,” Hamlin said. “There’s a big push right now that all 
teachers are teachers of reading and writing. We can help science teachers, math teachers, social 
studies teachers, whomever, with literacy. That’s what we do really well.” 

Site staffer Andrea Byerley, who previously served as the associate registrar at George Fox, believes 
the partnership is beneficial for George Fox as well, especially for the school of education because 
teachers who participate in OWP projects will become familiar with the school. 

She also noted that president Robin Baker has made it a priority for the university to continue 
supporting alumni as they progress in their careers. 

“Happily, it was a good fit for George Fox and has worked out beautifully,” Hamlin added. 
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