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HAMMOND — Some local teachers have been in class this summer dissecting writing 

and poetry with the goal of teaching dual credit classes at local high schools this fall. 

Twenty teachers from schools throughout the Region are attending the Northwest 

Indiana Writing Project Summer Institute at Purdue University Northwest’s Calumet 

campus. 

This is the 21st summer the project, whose objective is to provide teachers with help in 

improving their students’ writing, has been held. It is sponsored by the National Writing 

Project and Purdue University Northwest-Calumet and North Central campuses. 

Carolyn Boiarsky, director of NWIWP, said the institute includes teachers ranging from 

kindergarten through college. Teachers attend the four-week program from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. daily through July 14. 

“This summer’s institute has a twist,” she said. “It is working especially with teachers 

who are providing instruction in dual credit high school classrooms. These teachers are 

responsible for preparing students for college courses, including first year composition 

classes.” 

To help teachers meet this goal, NWIWP is emphasizing writing argumentative essays 

based on valid written sources, a skill that is required in college-level composition 

courses, Boiarsky said. 

Boiarsky also said although the institute will focus on college-prep writing, it will 

continue to emphasize that students need to learn to write in a wide range of genres, 

including fiction, nonfiction narratives, poetry, essays, drama, technical reports, blogs 

and YouTube scripts. 

On Wednesday, Max McKenna, who is with the Kelly House of Writers, University of 

Pennsylvania and a doctoral candidate at the University of Chicago, worked with 

teachers to dissect poetry. 



His discussion focused on helping teachers to help students read books and poetry to 

become better writers. 

Griffith High School English teacher Jenaffer Beasley said she will use the “close 

reading” strategies that McKenna introduced where teachers dissected the poem by line 

and word. 

“I liked partnering with another person to bounce ideas off as we read and interpreted 

one line, sometimes one word at a time,” she said. “I think when I use it, I’ll allow for 

more time for partner discussion and class discussion. It’s been helpful going through 

these activities and being a student again. 

“It will be useful in my own classroom. It’s also going to add to the writing process for 

many students. I teach my kids there are several ways to write. Today, we learned 

about the author’s voice, and helping students find their authentic voice and that there 

are different ways to get there,” she said. 
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