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Michael Needham and Abby Brothwell work on computers as mentor Kyra Bandy looks on Wednesday in the Teen 

Tech Lab at Billings Public Library. 

 

Just like voters, Billings youth also have a stake in the Nov. 8 presidential election, and 

the Billings Public Library wants to provide teens an outlet for letting the next president 

know what’s on their mind. 
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Beginning Oct. 12, Billings author Ashley Warren will teach teens how to research and 

write a strong argumentative essay to be posted on the national Letters to the Next 

President website. The classes will run from 4:30 p.m. through 5:30 p.m. on four 

successive Wednesdays before concluding with a celebration Nov. 9.  

According to Cody Allen, the library's young adult librarian, Warren will bring a different 

focus to each workshop, available free in the library's TECH Lab to young people age 

13-19. 

“I really like working with this age group,” said Warren, 31, who writes young adult 

fiction, teaches in the public schools through the Arts without Boundaries program, and 

teaches part-time in the English Department at Montana State University Billings. “I 

think writing a letter is still an important skill to learn. Students can convey their opinions 

without being combative.” 

Letters to the Next President, at www.letters2president.org, was created in 2008 by the 

National Writing Project, with support from Google. It’s designed to give voice to U.S. 

teens and to help schools engage youth as productive and active citizens. 

During the workshop, participants will have the freedom to write a letter, submit a 

spoken word clip, an information graphic or a video, Warren said. 

“We want them to be creative about bringing their voice to the issues,” she said. “There 

is an element of personal empowerment. Teens often don’t realize that they can have a 

platform. Getting your message delivered is the first step in putting yourself out there.” 

Youth can be overwhelmed by the complexity of the American political system and the 

challenge of expressing oneself, said. 

“We hope to demystify the process by making it less intimidating,” she said. 
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Allen noted that Warren is serving as the library’s artist in residence through the end of 

the year. She'll be put to work during other upcoming events. 

“We want kids to be able to argue for their position in a coherent, clear and concise 

manner,” Allen said. “You can recognize opposing views and still say, ‘This is why I 

think like I do.’” 

It’s not necessary to attend each of the first four sessions, but it’s encouraged, and 

preregistration is required. 
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