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Amy Clark, director of the Appalachian Writing Project, visited Powell Valley Primary School Friday to see 
the efforts of children participating in the summer writing camp. 

Schoolchildren had the opportunity to learn and to employ a range of skills during the 
just-completed summer writing camps. 
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Amy Clark, director of the Appalachian Writing Project, visited Powell Valley Primary 
School Friday as children ages 7-10 wrapped up their week of creating stories and scenes 
built from Lego blocks to illustrate them. 

Like last year, the group will publish their stories and illustrations using a software 
called StoryJumper, said “Ninkey” McCarty, a teacher consultant along with Sonia Gilly. 

The Appalachian Writing Project’s summer writing camps were held at Big Stone Gap, 
Grundy, Clintwood, the University of Virginia’s College at Wise and Wise. 

The Appalachian Writing Project began in 2001 primarily as a resource for teachers, 
Clark said, but the young writers’ project was added later with the support of the Slemp 
Foundation. Stephanie Cassell is the director of the summer writing camps. 

“Our core belief is, writing is fundamental in all disciplines,” Clark said while visiting 
Powell Valley Primary, where the school Parent Teacher Organization helped support 
the camp. The camps, she said, reinforce what students learn during the school year. It 
also reinforces writing’s importance to all subjects. And using Lego blocks to create story 
illustrations allow students to employ many skills, even including math and STEM 
subjects. 

The camps nurture creative writing as well as stimulating thinking and reading skills, 
Clark has said in the past. The use of Lego blocks in the writing activities helps build 
engineering and analytical skills, appealing to children who prefer visual and hands-on 
activities. 

Working in groups of four, the second- through fourth-graders wrote fictional stories of 
fantasy, adventure and science fiction, McCarty explained, then built Lego scenes to 
illustrate them. Students independently chose prompts to guide their writing and were 
involved in many choices as they worked toward putting the book together. Although 
faced with a lot of decisions about the direction the story might take, students learned a 
lot about collaboration and shared decision making, McCarty said. 

The Lego scenes were photographed and published with the stories using StoryJumper 
software. Each student will receive a copy of the published anthology at a book-signing 
event in the near future. 



Clark said she was impressed that students want to come to school in the summer and 
take part in the camp. Stressing the benefits of the writing and scene-creating work 
across many subjects, Clark said she would like to see a class added to the school 
curriculum. 
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